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PhD Courses Description
Part One:

(2305901) Contemporary Social Theories: This course deals with the development of
contemporary sociological cognitive and theoretical construction by introducing the most
important contemporary social theories at both the micro and macro levels. It discusses the
most important theoretical developments in light of contemporary economic and social
transformations. This course will also focus on the vital role of social theories in interpreting
social reality, and developing contemporary social ideas and concepts. It also discusses the
relationship between theory and social scientific research.

(2305905) Advanced Social Research: This course seeks to familiarize students and train
them in the necessary theoretical, cognitive, and methodological skills that enable them to
conduct social research. It discusses the epistemological foundations of social research and the
relationship between theory and research and its importance. It deals with the most important
quantitative and qualitative research methods in sociology and how to apply them. Training
students on methods of measurement, inspection and testing of research hypotheses. Writing
and preparing research projects in the specified areas. This course also aims at how social
scientific arguments are constructed and evaluated, how theoretical perspectives shape the
researcher's understanding of contemporary social problems, how to read and critically deal
with theoretical texts, and apply abstract concepts across different contexts.

(2305903) Civil Society and Social Movements: This course deals with civil society in terms
of concept, theories, and the central place it occupies in contemporary sociological thought and
in Arab society, especially in the transitional phase towards democracy, focusing on the role
of civil society in the democratic transformation process. The course covers social movements
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and the theories that explain them, with a focus on comparative models of social movements
at the Arab and international levels.

(2305920) Advanced Social Statistics: This course aims to teach students the statistical
methods commonly used in quantitative social research. Covers several topics; Multilevel
Analysis, Structural Equation Models, Generalized Linear Models, Multivariate Regression,
Basics of Variance, Sampling and Hypothesis, Inference Theories Underlying Most Statistical
Methods Use of Statistical Software to Analyze Social Data, Covers a number of topics useful
for applied work including missing and matching data for causal inference and others.

(2305921) Contemporary Social Psychology: This course covers contemporary theories and
methods in social psychology, and uses a cognitive social perspective to study issues such as
evolutionary social psychology, self-concepts, attitudes, counter-thinking, self-deception, and
group behavior. Particular emphasis is placed on the application of psychosocial theories to
issues such as mental health and social problems such as racism, political processes, advertising
and health promotion.

(2305922) Theories of development and change: This course discusses the most prominent
theories in explaining the processes of change and development, and analyzes the main
contemporary issues in the field of development and sustainability; Poverty and
unemployment, climate change, food security, global health, work and workers, democracy
and governance, social justice, gender and race. The course also provides an overview and
critical examination of development theory and development discourse in a historical and
social context, and a discussion of new sustainability challenges. Discussing the tools of the
Theory of Change (ToC) approach in assessing any change process in CSOs, and identifying
the locations of complex social and development interventions.

(2305904) Social Anthropology: This course deals with the concept of anthropology as a field
of knowledge belonging to the fields of humanities and social sciences, its topics and fields,
and the historical context in which it emerged as a science concerned with the study of man in
its various dimensions. Focusing on modern anthropology schools in Europe and the United
States of America. It also deals with the state of the field of anthropology in Arab societies. It
deals with the research methods used in this science.

Part Two:

(2305907) Social Classes and Social Hierarchy: This course deals with the concept of social
classes and the most important classical and contemporary theories that explain the emergence
of social classes and their effects on society and different social groups. It monitors the most
important transformations that have occurred in the social classes in contemporary society as a
result of globalization and the technical revolution. It also discusses the relationship of social
classes to inequality and social gradation in contemporary societies. It deals with the classes in
Jordanian society and the importance of social mobility (class) and the factors affecting it.

(2305923) Sociology of Gender: This course examines the social and cultural dynamics
related to gender, focusing on how gender identity is shaped and its impact on social
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relationships. It addresses the concept of gender as a fundamental element in analyzing social
structures and explores the differences between sexes and their influence on social, economic,
and political roles. Key topics include definitions and fundamental concepts related to gender
and gender identity, the role of gender in society and its effect on the distribution of resources
and opportunities, as well as discussions of gender issues such as gender-based violence,
discrimination, and empowerment, alongside issues concerning men and gender minorities.
The course also explores how social change, such as globalization and modernity, influences
gender concepts. Through case studies, students will analyze how gender affects social
relationships and how this knowledge can be applied to promote justice and equality. The
course aims to enhance students' awareness of gender issues and develop their critical skills
in analyzing social behaviors related to gender.

(2305914) Sociology of Media: This course deals with the historical development of media
sociology and its practical applications in various fields. It focuses in particular on media
theories, their components and the relationship between media and society. It also deals with
media theories, especially mass society theory, political-economic theory, and critical and
cultural theory. Contemporary media theories such as; "Habermas", "Lyotard”, "Thompson”
and "Emmanuel Castells" perspectives about the networked society. Moreover, this course
discusses the concept of the new social media and electronic blogging.

(2305927) Special Topic in Sociology: This course deals with important and diverse topics in
sociology, where one of the sociological topics of special importance in contemporary society
is chosen, or one of the contemporary issues that may not fall under the titles of the subjects
prescribed in the study plan, so that the chosen topic is dealt with within a cognitive and
sociological framework that takes into account the scientific and cognitive diversity in the
fields of sociology, and the interests of the faculty members and their knowledge
specializations.

(2305926) Sociology of Knowledge: This course aims to explore the first social aspects of
thought and the diversity of knowledge, and to study the relationship between power and
knowledge and the role of rituals in knowledge. Also, examine the relationship between
knowledge and basic concepts such as; Ideology, stereotypes, prejudice, belief and truth. Focus
on comparisons between social groups, social institutions, and societies across time and space.
The course also discusses the classical and contemporary theory about the relationship of social
thought to social action.

(2305924) Political Sociology: This course aims to provide the student with analytical tools
and empirical knowledge to understand some of the basic forces that shaped and shape our
contemporary societies, to explore the relationship between politics and society, and how
society participates in political processes. Understand the contestation of political power by
different social groups and its distribution and influence. furthermore, this course covers
several topics such as; Power, nation-states and empires, the state as a political actor, political
participation, revolutions, social movements, globalization, the interaction between macro
social processes and micro social actors.
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(2305925) Sociology of Organization: This course provides a theoretical and empirical
analysis of formal and informal organizational structures and processes in key sectors of
modern industrial society. Also, aims to explain the structure and culture of organizations and
understand the behavior of organizations, the interests of those who serve them, and under what
conditions they can be changed, including the set of management cultures, and how the
relations between unions, management and employees are affected by the social structure and
the culture of both the employer and the union as organizations. Focus on key perspectives in
the field of sociology of organization such as; Ecological, Resource Dependence, Institutional.

(2305928) Criminology: This course is concerned with the social scientific study of crime,
its causes and effects, and the way societies define, understand and respond to criminal activity.
This course presents contemporary and classic criminal social concepts and theories, in
addition to a critical evaluation of the relationship between societal perceptions of delinquency
and criminal behavior in societies.

(2305929) Social texts in English: This course aims to provide students with
opportunities for practice and theoretical discussion in translating social science texts.

( 2305930) Population Planning and Policies: This course aims to provide students
with a comprehensive understanding of the concept of population planning and population
policies, and their significance in shaping sustainable development. The course focuses on
studying the relationship between demographic changes and economic, social, and
environmental issues. Topics covered include population growth rates, population structure,
migration, fertility, and mortality, as well as how these factors influence public policies.

Additionally, the course examines international and regional experiences in formulating
effective population policies, emphasizing the role of population planning in improving
quality of life, reducing poverty, and enhancing health and education services. Students will
be trained to analyze demographic data and utilize it in developing strategies aimed at
addressing contemporary demographic challenges.



